《Dummelow’s Commentary on the Bible – Jude》(John R. Dummelow)
Commentator

Compiled by 40 Bible Scholars and edited by Dummelow, this commentary has received favorable reviews from Christians of many denominations. At one time, this was one of the most popular commentaries of the 20th century. Although not as conservative as the others, it is still quite helpful with detailed introductions and concise comments. All maps and images from the printed edition are included.

This commentary provides in a single large but convenient book the essential scholarly information on the Bible necessary to every minister and Bible student.

Dummelow's Commentary is distinguished by two remarkable combinations of merits. First, it combines to an extraordinary degree completeness and conciseness. As Bishop Anderson of the Diocese of Chicago has said, it contains "more information attractively presented than can be found in the same amount of space in the whole realm of Bible Literature." Yet it is not too diffuse, nor is the essential information obscured by unnecessary or rambling discourse.

Second, it combines in a remarkable way the highest religious reverence with exact scientific rigor. Preachers and theologians of many denominations and various shades of faith have paid tribute to its "conservative liberalism".

00 Introduction 

1. Connexion of 2 Peter and Jude, and difference between them. These Epistles are closely connected. Both were written to meet a sudden danger to the faith which had arisen in some unnamed Churches. Both authors seem to have intended to write an ordinary pastoral letter. St. Jude says so (2 Peter 1:3 RV), and in 2 Pet part of the intended letter is given (c. 3). Both, however, have been compelled by the sudden peril to send a special warning. It seems plain that one had read the letter of the other, or even that the first letter had opened the eyes of the second writer to the danger.

Yet the one Epistle is by no means a mere repetition, of the other. St. Jude writes with a stern sense of honour, and the joy of a theologian in the deep mysteries of the creed. 'Contend for the faith once for all (RV) delivered' is his command, which, however, he softens with a touch of pity here and there for those who are falling. The enemies of the faith he scorns too much to allow them the name of teachers. The author of 2 Pet has a simpler mind, though by no means a less thorough faith in Christ as God. 'Hope on and do your duty more and more' is his message. The tone of almost diffident love and admiration with which he speaks of St. Paul (2 Peter 3:15-16) gives us a glimpse into a very gentle heart.

2. Connexion between 2 Peter and 1 Peter. Which letter was written first? Most say St. Jude's. This is partly because there would otherwise be little original matter in his Epistle; but if the need were urgent he would not have delayed in order to be original. There are, however, some things in 2 Pet which tend to raise suspicion that it is not only founded upon Jude, but is a much later piece, written not by, but only in the name of, St. Peter. Thus the prophecy about the mockers in 2 Peter 3:2. looks as if it were designed as an imaginary-explanation of the reference to such a prophecy in Judges 1:17. But the passage takes another colour in RV: it is itself a reference to a prophecy. Again, the references to events in the life of St. Peter in 2 Peter 1 (2 Peter 1:14, 2 Peter 1:16-18) are perhaps more obvious than natural: yet St. Peter might have-written in this way. The style of 2 Pet differs from that of 1 Pet: but again, this may be accounted for by the difference in subject, or perhaps by a change of secretary. Resemblances in language between 2 Pet and 1 Pet must not be pressed too much in either direction, since an imitator might have designed them; or, if St. Peter did employ secretaries to shape his letters for him, mere resemblance in language would not be important. Resemblances of thought, which betray the mind of the author, would mean more, and there are such. No one can fail to notice that, while in Jude there are several thoughts and expressions which remind us of the deep and mysterious mind of St. Paul; in 2 Pet, as in 1 Pet, spite of many resemblances to St. Paul, in words, there is a marked difference in the habit of thought. The reference to St. Paul at the end of 2 Pet is just what the author of 1 Pet would agree with.

3. Ancient Opinion about Authorship of 2 Peter and Jude. Objections to Apostolic Authorship, especially of 2 Peter. The genuineness of both Epistles has been questioned even in early times. But the wide acceptance of Jude at the beginning of the third century, justifies us in accepting with little hesitation the final verdict of the Church in its favour, especially as there is really nothing in it which might not have been written in the apostolic age. It is not quite the same with 2 Pet. Not only were doubts expressed in various places for a long time about it, but no certain traces of its existence can be found in Christian literature before the end of the second century. Yet this could be explained if the Epistle had but a small circulation in the earliest years, and in any case its peculiar subject and its shortness would prevent its being often quoted. If it could be proved that 2 Pet is copied in Jude, the whole aspect of the case would be changed, and the apostolic authorship would be supported by practically contemporary evidence. This cannot be proved, and a comparison of the two Epistles leaves a different impression on different minds. This, however, may be said. “When one document is founded on another, the later one has generally been made smoother and clearer, and some rugged but forcible phrases have been lost in the process. It looks as if this might have happened in the composition of Jude: cp., for instance, 2 Peter 2:17 with Judges 1:12. Here Jude is certainly smoother and clearer, but the fine expression 'mists driven by a storm' (RV) is wanting. In 2 Pet the sentence ends awkwardly but forcibly with 'for whom the blackness of darkness hath been reserved,' where the antecedent to 'whom' is not 'springs' or 'mists,' but 'these men.' In Jude this fits easily and obviously into the sentence through the addition of 'wandering stars.' Even granting this, however, we should still have a difficulty about the date. The Jude who wrote the Epistle does not call himself an Apostle, but 'brother of James.' He was, therefore, the Jude who was one of the brothers of the Lord (Matthew 13:55; Mark 6:3). He may have lived till about 80 a.d. But tradition says that St. Peter was put to death by Nero about the same time as St. Paul. Now if 2 Peter 3:1—'this is the second epistle that I write unto you'—is really a reference to our First Epistle, and if 1 Pet was written during the Neronian persecution, it is strange, but not impossible, that a letter so different, and dealing with a danger almost incompatible with the danger of persecution which the First Epistle foretells, should have been written almost directly afterwards to the same readers. “We do not know for certain that St. Peter did not live longer—even much longer, and we cannot be sure that the reference is not to quite another Epistle, written to different people, earlier in St. Peter's life. Then 2 Pet would be earlier than 1 Pet, which, however, is not an easy supposition to those who notice affinities between 2 Pet and the Pastoral Epistles.

4. If copied from Jude, 2 Peter was probably written in the second century, yet in good faith. If it could be proved that 2 Pet was copied from Jude, it would be almost necessary to think that it is a work of the second century, written in the Apostle's name. No fraud need have been designed. The book would be a kind of religious fiction, intended for the instruction of readers who would be interested, but not deceived, by the imaginary setting. It must be remembered that this was what many in the early Church did believe it to be. There are, however, many such works, not a few being in St. Peter's name, and the difference in earnestness and spiritual power between the best of them and 2 Pet is remarkable. If 2 Pet is a fiction, it alone among such works carries with it the distinction of the apostolic age. The question cannot be decided on the limited evidence we have. The doubts of the early Church, and the probable silence of the first and second centuries, are not to be disregarded; on the other hand, the critical suspicions of our own age ought not by themselves to be allowed an exaggerated importance.

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
I. Judges 1:1, Judges 1:2. Greeting.

II. Judges 1:3-16. The ungodly men.

(a) 3, 4, 'I was writing a pastoral letter to you when the news that certain ungodly men have crept in obliged me to address you with a special admonition.' (b) 5-7. 'I would remind you—though as Christians you already know all I can tell you—that the examples of Israel and of the angels prove that it is possible to fall away from grace, and that a punishment—of which the destruction of the cities of the plain is a visible demonstration—assuredly follows.' (c) 8-13. 'So it is with these men, who now show themselves so insolent, ignorant, and bestial. That which is most dreary, desolate, and disappointing in nature is a type of their hypocrisy, and, like wandering comets, they are destined for darkness at last, from which they shall never again come forth.' (d) 14-16. 'It is to them that Enoch's prophecy of judgment applies—to these selfish schemers who abuse the gift of speech.' III. Judges 1:17-23. 'Remember the mockers of whom the Apostle forewarned you. Here they are—these unspiritual men who make separations among the believers. Do you abide in the one faith, with prayer in the Holy Spirit, trust in the love of God, and hope of Christ's mercy. And in that hope have mercy yourselves as far as may be on those who are falling victims to this plague which is among you.' IV. Judges 1:24, Judges 1:25. 'May the only God our Saviour keep you firm, to whom be glory through Christ.'

Greeting which Introduces a Pastoral Letter Written to Meet an Inroad of Blasphemous False Teaching. Exhortation. Doxology
1. To them that are sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called] RV 'to them that are called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ.'

To them that are sanctified (RV 'called')] One word in the Gk., which, like 'saints' in Judges 1:3, is used as a name for Christians. This greeting, taken together with Judges 1:20., shows that our most holy faith, which was once for all delivered unto the saints, is based upon the doctrine of the Holy Trinity. The Holy Spirit is not expressly named in the greeting, but His agency is implied. It is He who has kept and will keep the readers for Christ; He makes them live in the Father, who is the source of love, as Christ is of mercy, and as the Holy Spirit Himself is of peace. In (RV) God] In Him all men live and move and have their being (Acts 17:28), and in Him the life of Christians is hid with Christ (Colossians 3:3). God's love embraces in Himself those whom He loves. The expression is difficult, but the thought is deep. Here, as in much else that he says, St. Jude shows a mind near akin to St. Paul's. 

2. As St. Paul in his two Epistles to Timothy, so St. Jude adds mercy to the 'grace and peace' of the ordinary apostolic salutation.

3. When I gave.. it was needful] RV 'while I was giving.. I was constrained': see Intro. Our (RV) common salvation is the result of Christ's work, which is a fact that nothing can alter, on which all alike, Apostle and disciple, strong and weak, may base their life: the faith which was once for all (RV) delivered to the saints is the declaration of this fact, and must be defended, or it may be forgotten or denied. 

4. From this v. to Judges 1:19 this Epistle must be compared with 2 Pet. The only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ] RV 'our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.' These men did not refuse to believe in God, though they rebelled against Him, and by their lasciviousness abused His grace. In Christ, as Master and Lord, they would not believe. Their unbelief, rebellion, and lasciviousness correspond to the unbelief of Israel, the rebellion of the angels, and the lasciviousness of the cities of the plain (Judges 1:5-7).

5. Though ye once knew this] RV 'though ye know all things once for all,' i.e. because they are Christians, and have learnt the whole Christian creed (cp. Hebrews 6:2); or perhaps (a deeper thought) because they have as Christians 'the Spirit in their mind'(cp. Ephesians 4:17, Ephesians 4:23), and 'need not that any man teach them' (1 John 2:27).

A curious reading of some MSS is noticed in RM—'Jesus' for the Lord. It recalls Hebrews 4:8, as the rest of the v. does Hebrews 3:17-19.

6. First estate] RV 'principality.'

7. Vengeance] RV 'punishment.' The fire may be called eternal, because the destruction wrought by it remains. The Gk., however, would allow us to take example with of eternal fire—' as an example of eternal fire, suffering punishment' (RM).

8. Likewise] RV 'Yet,' i.e. in spite of such a warning. Also these filthy dreamers] RV 'these also in their dreamings,' i.e. their perverted faith and life is like a dream, sentimental and unpractical. 

9. With this v. cp. 2 Peter 2:11. St. Jude, however, does not say at all the same thing, and refers to a certain apocryphal Jewish book called 'The Assumption of Moses'; cp. Judges 1:11, Judges 1:14, and 2 Timothy 3:8. Though he refers to such books, he does not necessarily imply that the stories he read in them are true. Even in sermons we sometimes hear references to stories or speeches in Shakespeare or Milton, which we listen to as illustrations, not as being true to fact.

10. As brute beasts] RV 'like the creatures without reason.'

11. Cain] The Jews spoke of Cain as the first 'freethinker,' and these unbelievers would be his followers in that respect. Holy Scripture, however, tells us that Cain destroyed his brother, and these men were doing the same. The mention of Balaam brings in a new fault—their treacherous, hypocritical greed. Core] RV 'Korah': cp. Numbers 16. 

12. Feasts of charity] RV 'love feasts': cp. 2 Peter 2:13. Feeding themselves] RV 'shepherds that feed themselves': cp. Ezekiel 34:8, Trees whose fruit withereth] RV 'autumn trees'; they are twice dead, for the dying year is a symbol of death, and being plucked up by the roots is a symbol of the second death, from which there is no return to life: cp. Revelation 21:8. 

13. Raging waves] RV 'wild waves.' Wandering stars] i.e. comets, whose return no man sees.

14. Enoch also.. prophesied of these] RV 'To these also Enoch.. prophesied,' i.e. to these as well as to the men to whom the prophecy is addressed in the apocryphal book of Enoch. Cometh] RV 'came.'

Ten thousands of his saints] RM 'his holy myriads': cp. Deuteronomy 33:2; Zechariah 14:5. 

15. Convince] RV 'convict.'

16. Having men's persons in admiration because of advantage] RV 'shewing respect of persons for the sake of advantage.'

17. Of the apostles] RV 'by the apostles': cp. 2 Peter 3:2. 

19. Separate themselves] RV 'make separations,' i.e. they break up the Church into parties and sects: cp. 1 Corinthians 1:12.

Sensual] RM 'natural or animal': cp. v. 10. Spirit] RV 'Spirit,' i.e. the Holy Spirit.

22, 23. And of some, etc.] RV 'and on some have mercy, who are in doubt; and some save, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear'; but RM, 'the Greek text in this passage (“and.. fire”) is somewhat uncertain.' The garment spotted by the flesh] cp. Zechariah 3:2. and Leviticus 13:47-59. There is contagion in their error like that of a plague. In their efforts to save others they must beware of this.

24. Falling] RV 'stumbling': cp. Romans 11:11; 1 Peter 2:8. Faultless] RV 'without blemish': cp. Ephesians 1:4 (RV); Colossians 1:22; (RV) Hebrews 9:14; (RV) 1 Peter 1:19. 

25. The only wise God our Saviour] (cp. Romans 16:27 RV). RV 'the only God our Saviour.' God is called Saviour elsewhere in NT. only in 1 Timothy 1:1; 1 Timothy 2:3; 1 Timothy 4:10; Titus 1:3; Titus 2:10; Titus 3:4, and Luke 1:47; (from OT.). Now and ever] RV 'before all time, and now, and for evermore.' The word for 'be' is not expressed in the Gk., but may rightly be supplied, though at first sight it does not seem to go well with 'before all time' (RV). 'Is,' however, would be less forcible, for in this blessing St. Jude 'contends for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.' Whatever ungodly men may think, he says, 'Let God's proper glory be rendered to Him.'

